IN Monday, March 14, 
983, one of the most 
agerly and _ longest 


awaited decisions from the 
Ministry of Health finally 


The result is now 


ved. The Surrey branch 
f the Great Ormond 
treet Group of children’s 
ospitals, which had 
oldiered on under the 
reat of closure since the 
tumn of last year, finally 
ad its reprieve, thanks to 
he efforts of five charities, 
ad by The Spastics 
ociety. 


Trust 


- The agreement by the 
Department of Health and 
' Social Services to The 
- Society’s plan means that 
the new Tadworth will be 
underwritten financially by 
1c DHSS to the tune of 
890,000 for an_ initial 
aree-year period, with a 
w trust being set up to 
rovide £500,000 for Tad- 
worth’s eventual funding. 


_ Some of Tadworth’s land 
and empty properties will 
be sold to raise further 
revenue. 


_ Sponsored 


_ Some future patients wiil 
‘be sponsored by their own 
local authorities for the 
cost of their staying at 
Tadworth. 

Negotiations for the 
handover of Tadworth are 
still in progress, and it 
will be some time before 
he new trust is established 
to take over Tadworth’s 
daily running. As yet a 
date has not been set. 


NEW SERIES. PRICE 5p 


There is no panic any 
longer, however, as staff, 
patients and parents can 


now rest assured that what- 


ever the timing of the 
handover, the hospital is 
safe, its future secure, and 
its young patients free to 


EWS 


TADWORTH VICTORY 


carry on daily life in its 
unique and happy atmo- 
sphere. 


See also page 3. 


ABOVE: Katy Wales pictured with her mother at Tad- 
worth. Katy (aged five) is a regular visitor to the hospital 


for respite care. 


LEFT: Layla O’Brien often visits the hospital's Meadow 


_ Ward. Photos: Nigel Tuckett. 
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—But Budget VAT 


hopes 


WITHIN a day of the vic- 
tory of the saving of Tad- 
worth Hospital came the 
bitter disappointment of 


Sir Geoffrey Howe’s 
March 15 Budget. 


Despite the efforts of the 
Charities’ VAT - Reform 
Group, John Hannam MP, 
who led the campaign in 
The House of Commons, 
and hundreds of local 
constituents who lobbied 
their MPs and persuaded 
countless local’ newspapers 
to join in the fight, the 
Chancellor was adamant. 
“There are difficulties 
which remain and cannot 
be swept away.” he said 
during. his budget speech. 
“T believe that it is right 
to channel our help in 
other ways.” 

There was to be no relief 
for charities on their mas- 
sive annual VAT bills. 

The news was not to be 
entirely black, however, as 
Sir Geoffrey’s help “in 
other ways” included the 
abolition of Capital Gains 
Tax on legacies to charities 
as well as amending 
covenant regulations so 
that the ceiling of relief 
from higher rates of in- 
come tax on covenants to 
charities was raised from 
£3,000 to £5,000. 


In this mo 
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dashed 


Commercial companies 
who loan staff to charities 
may also now claim their 


salaries as allowable ex- 
penses against tax pay- 
ments. 

These concessions are 


still worth only a fraction 
of the VAT which charities 
like ours will have to con- 
tinue to pay. The Society 
will benefit by about 
£60,000 a year, but will 
still pay £518,000 in VAT. 

The government has 
further tried to close the 
door on the Charities VAT 
Reform Group’s second 
line of attack, by excluding 
from the Finance Bill all 
ammendments. on VAT 
legislation. This may pre- 
vent the Group from tab- 
ling any favourable am- 
mendment. 

The fight is not over, 
however, as The Spastics 
Society has commissioned 
draughtsmen at The Law 
Society to attempt to word 
an ammendment which 
can be included in the Bill. 

Parliamentary support 
for the cause is still grow- 
ing, with 199 signatures 
now. on the early day 
motion, while membership 
of the Group is also steadi- 
ly rising, with more rather 
than less charities joining 
the campaign, 
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AT the recent meeting of The Executive Council, the 
entries for the competition to rename Spastics News were 
presented for consideration. After much discussion The 


Executive Council decided that as a high percentage of 
the entries still contained the word “‘spastics”, as well as 


the more generalised titles which were suggested, there 
was not a large enough groundswell of opinion that the 
word “spastics” should be removed from the title. 

They therefore decided that as yet, no change should 
be made. 

The Executive Council would like to thank all those 
who took part in both the competition and the readership 
survey, which yielded much valuable information. 
Spastics News will still be redesigned in the near future, 
to give it a fresher and more forward looking image. 

As there was in effect no winning entry, the competition 
prize will not now be awarded. 

Mrs Joyce Smith, 
chairman. 
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Society 
launches 
cenire 


CONCERN is felt by The 
Spastics Society at the dis- 
turbing lack of commit- 
ment by local education 
authorities to the principle 
of integration in education 
embodied in the 1981 
Education Act, coming 
into force on April 1, 
1983. 


Promote 


In order to promote 
good practice in integra- 
tion and to help with the 
exchange of information 
between parents, teachers 
administrators, on 
March 24, 1983, The 
Spastics Society ‘launched 

a new unit called the 
. Centre for Studies on Inte- 
gration im Education. 


Register 


The work of the Centre 
will include establishing 
the first national régister 
of integration schemes, 
publishing factsheets and 
arranging national con- 
ferences, 

The Society has always 
supported the view that no 
child should attend special 
schools if their educa- 
tional, physical and social 
needs can be met in an 
ordinary school. 

The Society feels that 
greater acceptance of dis- 
ability at school level can 
only lead to a _ greater 
acceptance of disability in 
the world at Jarge. 


THE CONTRIBUTION MYTH 


THE National Insurance 
(NI) scheme in this coun- 
try is founded on the “con- 
tributory” principle, 
whereby an insured earner 
builds up a “right” to cer- 
tain benefits through the 
payment of contributions, 
or “premiums,” charged 
against his or her earnings. 

The system operates on 
a tripartite basis in that 
contributes are paid by em- 
ployees, employers and the 
Exchequer. When it be- 
comes necessary for the 
contributor to claim bene- 
fit, the relevant contribu- 
tion test has first to be 
satisfied. 


Retirement pensions, 
unemployment benefit, 
sickness ‘benefit, provision 
for . widows and for 


maternity. benefits, all 


fall within the contributory 
sector. The fact that these . 
somehow - 


benefits _ have 
been paid for by a series of 
contributions is often used 
to justify, for example, the 
different administrative ap- 
proach adopted for NI 
when compared with Sup- 
plementary Benefits (SB). 


Entitled 


For the former, a per- 
son becomes entitled after 
paying a minimum number 
of weekly contributions, 
whereas for the latter, an 
award may only be granted 
by satisfying a test of need. 

One major advantage 
resulting from politicians 
pushing the — imsurance 
principle, is that people 
understand that they have 


earned the right to the 
right to the major non- 
means tested benefits. 


Myth 

The contribution myth 
has therefore played an im- 
portant psychological role 
in terms of the acceptabil- 
ity of NI benefits, both to 
recipients and, generally 
speaking, to the wider pub- 
lic. However, when exam- 
ined closely, the argument 
can be seen to be spurious. 


Earlier schemes of 
social insurance had not re- 
quired people | earning 
above a certain income to 
contribute; thus in 1948, 


' the £200M accumulated 


reserve funds in the various 
schemes, had come from 
working class contributors, 
yet it was decided to allow 
full pension rights to the 
richer classes after. only 
ten years of contributing. 


J. C. Kincaid has sug- 
gested that for a new con- 
tributor aged 54 in 1948, 
who lived to the age of 73, 
this meant that an invest- 
ment of just £160 brought 
a return of £1,847, as well 
as allowing immediate 
access to almost the entire 
range of NI benefits other 
than the pension. 


Benefits 


The whole cost of NI 
is directly financed by cur- 
rent contributions which 
are immediately paid out 
again in the form of bene- 
fits. The average employee, 
plus his employer, never 


satricar givesme 


total independence’ 


John Bright of 
Hammersmith 


“Icango where | like, when | 
like. | just charge the battery 
over night, and that'll take me 


it'll climb hills up to 1-in-5 
and 5"' kerbs; I’ve been up 
much higher. And | cango 
right inside most shops: 


No problem,’ 


No tax, no insurance, no 


licence required. HP 
available. “Batricar 


can make you mobile,” 
says John Bright. “Ask 


forademonstration 
and see for 
yourself?’ 


—— TN NC mentee SE A see 
ee 


i would like a Batricar folder/free demonstration 


Name 


Address 


SN 4/83 


pays the full value of bene- 
fits he or she could receive 
during a_ lifetime: con- 
versely if the employee 
never claims he still does 
not get anything back. 

If contributions are de- 
ficient, the benefit will be 
reduced accordingly but, in 
the .absence of other re- 
sources. being available, 
there will be correspond- 
ingly greater entitlement to 
SB — the state simply pays 
in a different way. 


Esteem 


The trade union move- 
ment has..long supported 
the insurance — principle. 
This was originally due to 
the fact that their friendly 
society activities had en- 
abled them.to gain mem- 
bership, legal status and 
social esteem. Loss of 
these activities would have 
severely -damaged - their 
strike funds. 

On amore ideological 
basis, the trade union 
movement saw the insur- 
ance principle as providing 


_ protection against cuts. 


It was feared that if the 
state took over the whole 
responsibility for financing 
social security, then the 
state could also slash those 
benefits in order to weather 
an economic storm; where- 


as, so Jong as the benefits 
were earned by payment of ~ 


contributions and financed 
out of an insurance fund, 
then they were felt to be 
something 
worker could receive as of 
right and which no poli- 


ticlan could take away. 


Logic 
However, it is rather 
a strange form of logic to 


talk of the state taking over ~ 


the whole responsibility 
for financing social security 
benefits when the “state” 
has no money other than 
funds raised through tax- 
ation or other means from 
its citizens . 

Secondly, and more 
importantly, the- argument 
is historically weak. 

In 1931 the government 
reduced benefits in order to 
restore the fund to sol- 
vency: fifty years later, on 
grounds of economic diffi- 
culties, we are seeing cuts 
of a magnitude which have 
probably never been wit- 
nessed since the develop- 
ment of the social security 
system. 

The major drawback of 
the system is, of course, 
that for some social groups 
the operation of the con- 
tribution principle means 
complete exclusion from 
NI benefits. Lone parents, 
married women and, in 
particular, disabled people, 
fit very uneasily into an 


which the- 


ostensibly insurance-based 
income support system. 


One original intention of 
the state scheme of insur- 
ance, was to provide cover 
for individuals who were 
bad risks and would there- 
fore find it difficult to get 
under the insurance um- 
brella if it were left in pri- 
vate hands. 


Yet only about one third 
of the unemployed now re- 
ceive unemployment bene- 
fit; the bad risks — the 
long term unemployed and 
those with repeated spells 
on low pay — are simply 
excluded. 


Record 


The imsurance principle 
requires that a separate and 
detailed record has to be 
maintained of the contribu- 
tory history of the entire 
working population. 


Although the Nl] 
scheme may appear a 
model of. efficiency when 
compared with, for exam- 
ple, the SB scheme, the ad- 
ministration. of contribu- 
tion’ tests does create 
problems and, in conse- 
quence, the savings made 
by the contribution 
principle are counter- 
balanced by the attendant 
heavy administrative costs. 


Failed 


The contribution system 


has largely failed in that it 
does not. give. complete 
coverage, nor does it guar- 
antee recipients an ade- 
quate income above the 
state poverty line, without 


resorting to means-tested _ 


assistance. 


The earnings-related sup- 
plement, - which — applied 
both to contributions and 
to benefit, was introduced 
in 1966 in an attempt to 
overcome this problem. In 
terms of encouraging mo- 
bility between jobs, and in 
terms of maintaining in- 
comes, then the ERS was 
quite. useful. 


Poverty 


However, in terms of 
elimination of poverty it 
had little more to offer than 
flat-rate benefits since, if 
a person was only earning 
a very low wage, the sup- 
lement to his or her flat 
rate benefit was equally 
low. 


ERS was also very lim- 
ited because, again, it was 
completely work-based and 
placed the burden on those 
contributing and, in partic- 
ular, on those at the lower 
end of the income scale. 


It is the ceiling on the NI 
scheme which is respons- 
ible for ensuring that the 
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by Linda Avery* 


NI contributions remains 
a regressive tax. 

The low paid worker pays 
a far greater proportion of © 
his income in contributions 
than does his richer and 
more fortunate counter- 
part. For example, Class 1 
contributions (paid by most 
employees through the 
PAYE system) have re- 
cently been. re-rated for 
1983/4 and to take effect 
from April. 


Limits 


The lower earnings limit — 
has .been set. at (£3250 
whilst the upper earnings 
limit is to be set at £235. — 
In consequence it is esti- 
mated that those on aver- 
age earnings will pay 9% 
of their income in NI con- 
tributions; those earning — 
five times the national av- 
erage will pay a mere 23%. 


Furthermore, unlike 
the system in relation to tax — 
payments, there is no 
threshold for. NI contribu- 
tions. Thus, 
April, someone earning £32 
per week will not pay any 
contributions; someone 
earning £32.50 will lose in 
the region of £2.90. 

Despite the foregoing 
criticisms of the ERS 
scheme, it did at least have 
the potential for raising 
revenue and if people are. 


'prépafed to pay extra in 


this. way then. the NI 
scheme might be improved 
in a similar fashion. 

One possibility would be 
to abolish the ceiling on 
contributions altogether — 
this would raise” “consider- 
ably more revenue from 
which it might be possible 
for much higher flat-rate 
benefits to be paid to all. 
It has recently been ssug- 
gested that simply raising 
the upper earnings limit by 
a further £10. (to £245) 
would reap an extra £87M. 

Although — the — contri- 
bution myth has played an 
important role in terms of 
acceptability to the public, 
there seems little evidence 
to suggest that non-contri- 
butory benefits such as the 
invalidity pension or the 
invalid care allowance are 
any less acceptable. 

As a caring community 
we ought to be considering 
a system, not based on 
rights earned through 
contributions, but on rights 
as citizens to a unified sys- 
tem of non-contributory, 
non-means tested benefits 
out of a collective fund and 
financed by a fairer spread 
of the burden of contribu- 
tions. 


*LL.M, (Lond) B.A. Mod- — 
ern studies (Polytechnic of 
N. London) Welfare Bene- 
fits Researcher at The 
Spastics Society. 
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from next — 


‘Social Security: The Case 
Against Contribution 
Tests’ 1980. CPAG Poverty 
Pamphlet August 198]. 


& Independence in Style 


If you're aged or infirmed regain your gA 
independence with the simple & safe (7 
to drive lion. Battery power gives an 
18 mile range & ability to climb kerbs 
& hills no ) tax or licence required. \ 
ser ome eS oe a CR OR ES CL NOES AS ES, Hw FO \ 


Telephone: 


Batricar Limited, Griffin Mill, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ. 
Telephone: 0453 882243. Telex: aoe 


Or, Mayfield Ind. E 
keith, Midlothian. | Batricar® 


Dalkeith, Midlothian. 


House of Commons Hans- | 
ard Vol 32 No 17 Debate 

cols 970-988. House of 

Commons Hansard Vol 33 

No 20 Written Ans Cols 

135-138. 


| Name 
5 Address . 


write for 2 list of stockists & 
brochure without obligation 


Telephone: 031-663 0208. 


vhvucdvepabesosoadqkesncanuchsbandevsie TOU ci vnecbai th gvssts casdanaptoaceds 


SE J A FSH EF PD 


Fe ee Ne ae 
. he ee 


IN A week of mixed for- 
tunes for the Society, Sir 


Geoffrey Howe’s Budget 


of March 15 came as a 
hard blow.- Despite much 
parliamentary and public 
support, the Chancellor 
showed all too clearly that 
he had no intention of 
giving the much -needed 
VAT relief to charities. 
The subsequent attempts 
by the Government to 
“block the tabling of an 
amendment to the Finance 
Bill by the Charities VAT 
Reform Group shows that 
the pleading even of such 


.-eases as the RNLI, who. 


but for VAT, could afford 


“another complete lifeboat: 


and our own Sociey, which 
could build a new centre 


with its £580,000 destined 
for the VAT man this 


year; have fallen on deaf 
ears. 

Many have inferred that 
part of Sir Geoffrey’s re- 
luctance to grant relief is 
his concern over certain 
charities whose activities: 


have caused much public 


concern; most ofen cited is 


the Revd Sun Myung 
Moon’s Unification 


Church. | 


special 


REGULAR visitors Caroline Smith (L) and Katy Docherty on Meadow Ward, Tad- 


worth. 


Yet the  concilliatory 
measures which the Chan- 
cellor has offered to sweet- 
en the bitter pill, in parti- 
cular the total exemption 
of charity bequests from 
Capital Transfer Tax, must 


“surely benefit this same 


charity to a rather greater 


SOS say final 


farewell to Arthur 


REPRESENTATIVES of The Stars Organisation for 
Spastics attended a Thanksgiving Service for the life and 
work of the comedian Arthur Askey on March 24, 1983. 

Arthur, who died on November 17 last year after a 
long illness which he had faced with his customary cheer- 
fulness and good humour, was a great supporter to SOS 
for many years, and gave up much of his valuable time. 
Many of those who attended the service were not only his 
colleagues in showbusiness, but also his fellow SOS 


members. 


SOS Vice-President Dickie Henderson gave the address, 
while his fellow Vice-President, Anthony Quayle, gave a 
reading. Needless to say, Arthur will be sadly missed by 
ali his friends and colleagues in SOS. 


3 British Museum hold 


‘Please Touch’ exhibition 


THE British Museum are 
holding a special exhibition 
of animal sculpture from 
March 31 until May &, 
1983. Entitled “Please 
Touch,” it is designed for 
visually handicapped 
people, although the 
sighted are also welcome. 


Special group visits, 
guided tours, recorded 
tours and public lectures 
can be arranged. 

Contact the. Education 
Service, British Museum, 
London WC1, or telephone 
01-636 1555 510/511. The 
exhibition will be closed 
on May 2. 


Photo: Nigel Tucketi. 


extent than most. 
Charities such as The 


.Spastics Society will re- 


ceive considerably less 
large gifts from its sup- 
porters, than religiously 
based organisations whose 
doctrines often encourage 
their members to give all 


Save a Baby | 


THIS summer, the Socicty 
launches its latest cam- 
paign to make _handi- 
capped babies a thing of 
the past. Since 1978 The 
Spastics Society has been 
promoting better care both 
before and after birth for 
the safety and well being 
of babies. 

This summer, Save a 
Baby Week will run from 
June 27 to July 1, and will 
be concentrating on three 
main areas. 

The results of the Hera 
Unit survey on Rubella 
vaccination in teenage 
girls is expected to be 
published to coincide with 
Save a Baby Week, and 
are expected to urge a 


greater take up of the 
schools vaccination pro- 
gramme. 


The second area, which 


they have to their work. 
No matter how great the 
perceived difficulties of the 
VAT situation, however, 
the fight and The VAT 
Reform Campaign is not to 
end. 

The Chancellor has not 
yet been convinced of ihe 


was covered in the 
Society’s Pre-Budget Sub- 
mission tothe Chancellor, 
will be to press for a res- 
toration of the Maternity 
Grant to its 1949 level by 
increasing it to £120, and a 
new ante natal clinic 
attendance linked benefit 
system, to counter poverty 
in pregnancy. 

The focus of the week 
will be a conference on 
neonatal intensive care, to 
be held at the Tara Hotel, 
Kensington, on June 30. 

The conference will look 
at the current provision of 
neonatal intensive care 
facilities and the need for 
and benefits of increased 
resources. 

It will be of interest to 
clinicians, admiunistrators, 
health economists and 
politicians involved in the 
allocation of | resource 
within the NHS. 


Housing information 


THE Centre on Environ- 
ment for the Handicapped 
and the Long Term and 
Community Care Team 
are collaborating on a joint 
project aimed at develop- 
ing an information bank 


on housing and = care 
schemes for physically 
handicapped people. 

The. 1970s saw care 


initiatives such as Cross- 
roads Schemes, sheltered 
housing with warden ser- 
vices, and the development 
of other options for hous- 
ing/care to assist physically 
handicapped people to live 
in the community. 
Recent additions to the 
range of options include 
“eroup” homes for young 
physically handicapped, 
“money packages” to buy 
in services for individuals. 
CEH and the Long 
Term Care Team are 
aware that there is a need 
for accurate information 
about these schemes, their 
viability, how they are 
funded and what specific 


needs they are meeting. 
Information is also needed 
about the geographic 
spread of such schemes. 

A letter and survey 
form will be sent out at the 
end of March to housing 
and social services depart- 
ments, some health author- 
ities, housing associations, 
voluntary organisations 
and individuals who are 
involved with the provision 
of services for the physi- 
cally handicapped. 

The information bank 
to develop from this sur- 
vey will bk accessible to 
all those interested in the 
provision of services for 
this this group. 

They would be interested 
in. hearing from any of 
our readers about housing/ 
care schemes initiatives 
with an address to send 
the survey to. 

Contact: Centre on En- 
vironment for the Handi- 
capped, Kings Fund 
Centre, 126 Albert Street, 
London, NW1 7NF. 


« Hospital, 


importance and urgency of 
the case, and it is still, 
therefore, up to the Group 
to convince him. 

Certainly more and more 
MPs and charities have 
been convinced by the 
need for reform, and the 
case of Tadworth Hospital 
shows quite clearly the 
strength of popular public 
opinion in important issues, 
Just as we waited for Tad- 
worth, surely patience and 
persistence must bring :ts 
reward eventually in the 
case of VAT, 

The saving of Tadworth 
announced on 
Monday, March 14, was 
not merely a piece of 
cheering news, but demon- 
strated that there still can 
be cases where the needs of 
patients must override the 
conventional financial 
considerations. 

It demonstrated several 
important points. 

Firstly, that the Govern- 
ment cannot fail to recog- 
nise the professionalism 
and expertise of today’s 
voluntary organisations. 

Secondly, that individual 
needs of patients in long 
and short term care must 
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be a major priority. 

Thirdly that it is not 
acceptable to use financial 
arguments to find the “easy 
way” out of a problem. 

The Society and the four 
other organisations invol- 
ved in the rescue plan, de- 
monstrated conclusively 
that what Tadworth Court 
needed was fresh approach 
and a firm application of 
economy measures and 
common sense. 

No miracle cure was ne- 
cessary, merely a flexibility 
which allowed changes for 


a positive and hopeful 


future. 

Public opinion and pop- 
ular support have _ tri- 
umphed, affecting a com- 
plete cure for Tadworth, 


- instead of its eradication 


as a mere symptom of 
another patient’s illness. 
It was simply not ac- 
ceptable that a hospital 
with such a unique and ir- 
replaceable character 
should be sacrificed to 
make short term savings 


for the Great Ormond 
Street Group. 
Special patients  wiil 


always need special treat- 
ment. 


Statement 


~Ortho-Kinetic chair 


WE have been asked to 
-point out that a statement 
_in a- circular. from the 
Health and Safety Officer 
in April, 1982, concerning 
the structural failure of the 
telescopic bar at the back 
of an Ortho-Kinetic Tra- 
vel Chair, was incorrect in 
that part of the bar 
marked but did not pene- 
trate the back of the chair 
in which a child was 
seated. It is confirmed 
that the child was not in- 
jured, 


Arnas 


Stand-Up 


Ortho-Kinetics (UK) 
Ltd have stated that they 


-have replaced every tele- 


scopic tube assembly on 
all their chairs in uss in 
the UK of types 6301 (12in 
chairs)- and 6331 (1Sin 
chairs) and they confirm 
the safety of these chairs 
for spastic children. 

If by chance you still 
have a chair of either type 
whose telescopic tube has 
not been replaced vou 
should contact this firm 
immediately. 
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Supersports Lunch for CP Games Heroes. — 


Paul McGinty, Sportsman of the Year, receives his trophy from golfer Neil Coles. 


REGULAR readers of Spastics News will remember that in 1982 40 young sportsmen 
and women from Britain took part in the Fifth International Cerebral Palsy Games 
in Denmark, netting 12 gold, 21 silver and 32 bronze medals in the games, which 
were attended by 25 countries. 

Among the medal winners were the Society’s chosen sportsman and woman 
of the year, Paul McGinty, who won two silver and one bronze medal and the 
youngest competitor in Denmark, Jane Peters who, at only 15, came away with three 
gold medals and a silver. 

The British team more than made their trip worth-while, they proved beyond 


doubt the need for more sports training for young people with CP, which is at 
present confined mostly to athletics and swimming. Naturally, as with all other 
facilities, the big drawback is the cost. More money must be available to maintain 


Continued on Page 5 


es gently sweeps bar of soap into 
palm of your hand 


Not only is Tip-a-Soap for people 
suffering from restricted hand or finger 
movements, it’s an ideal soap dish for 


soggy. Stops hand basins looking messy 
and stops waste because soap stays firm 
and dry down to last sliver. Simply pull 


everyone, Suit- forward bar beneath and soap is gently 
able for basin, swept into palm of the hand. Available 
sink, bath or in white, avocado, deep brown, or semi- 


>. shower. Self- 
Qa adhesive pad en- 
ables it to be 


fitted in seconds. It stops soap turning 


transparent smoke, amber or deep blue. 
Price £2.99 plus 5Ip P & P (please state 


colour when ordering). At present only 
from 


EUREKA ENTERPRISES LTD, 27 Leinster Terrace, London W2 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobility 


Sole Distributors for Vessa Ltd's 
range of Power and Hand-Propelled 
Wheelchairs in the Midlands, Powys, 
Avon and Somerset. Also Everest & 
Jennings Distributors and BEC & 
Batricar Agents. All these makes 
are available on ‘Motability’ HP, to 
recipients of the Mobility Allowance. 
Write for details and colour 
brochures. 
FREEPOST, Birmingham B25 8BR. 
Tel 021 772 5364 or Ashley Mobility 
(Worcester) FREEPOST, orcester 
WR4 9BR. Tel 28575 or Ashley 
Mobility, FREEPOST, Weston super 
Mare, Avon BS23 3BR. Tel 26011. 
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FUND RAISING 


SPRING FLOWER BULBS 
FOR RESALE AT DIRECT 
FROM GROWER PRICES 


Good profits to be made on quality 
daffodils, tulips, crocuses, hyacinths 
etc 


Add a new dimension to your 
Autumn Fayres, Coffee Mornings etc 


Price list sent on request 


M. K. & B. CHAPPELL 


Fengate Road, West Pinchbeck 
Spalding, Lincs (Pinchbeck Bars 381) 


Top: Neil Coles presents 

the cup to the Sports- 

woman of the Year, Jane 
Peters. 


Centre: L to R Ted Dexter 


with Mrs Monzani and her : 


daughter, Paula. 


Above: A memorable 


meeting as CP sports stars 
meet British sporting cele- 
brities. 


British tennis star John Feaver signs his autograph for CP Games swimming gold 
_ medalist Anna Blake. Later, Mark Cox turned the tables on Anna by demanding 
her autograph. “The first time I’ve been asked,” she said. 
; 
: 
‘ 


and. expand the training that will send a British squad to the 1984 World Games 
in the USA. 
The celebrities of SOS help to provide most of the funds for the three SOS 
_ centres for spastic people. Perhaps, thought The Society’s Chairman, Mrs Smith, 
sports celebrities might like to help in the same way to raise funds for sports training. 
_ So at the special lunch for the CP Games competitors at Park Crescent in March, 
_ there was:a-sprinkling of very familiar faces. Could this be the start of something 
big? To start things firmly on their way, Mrs Monzani, whose daughter Paula was a 
gold medalist in Denmark, presented The Society with a cheque for £1,000, the first 
contribution towards a new sports training fund. 


All Photos: Nigel Tuckett 


Left to right: John Edrich and John Feaver chat with The Society’s Alan Jose. 


Navy Wheelchair Push for 
Jubilee Sailing Trust 


‘As. Bs gee Ne Photo: Jubilee Sailing Trust: 
- (Howard Lang (far right) famous as Captain Baines, of the Onedin. Line, sent off the 
wheelchair push on behalf of the Jubilee Sailing Trust from Trafalgar Square on 
Sunday, March 20. The Trust will be more than £2,000 better off as a result of the 
74 mile four-day push to Southampton, which was oganised and powered by the 
gery ratings of HMS Collingwood. 
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“There were three overs to go...” Ted Dexter found time for a few cricketing 
reminiscences with Colin Cowdrey....... 


Relay gold medalist at the CP Garnes, Robin Surgeoner, swaps competitive notes 
with Wimbledon star Mark Cox. 


DEPART: SUNDAY 12th JUNE — RETURN: SUN. 26th JUNE 
15 DAYS-14 NIGHTS DEPART: MONDAY 22nd AUG.— RETURN: MON. 5th SEPT 


This holiday of alifetime includes:- return air travel Heathrow- Tel Avivon 
the scheduled services of El Al-Israel Airlines. 15 days (14 nights) full: 
board with accommodation at good hotels in twin bedded rooms 
with private bathroom suites attached. Transfers and sight- 
seeing by special, air conditioned coach, equipped with ramp 
and wheelchair tie- downs, services of a specially trained 
professional guide and a member of Threshold Travel’s staff. 
-Porterage and entrance fees. Threshold Travel holdall for 
each person travelling. Tours include: 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho and 
The Dead Sea, Mount Carmel, and 
Haifa Bay, The Sea of 
Galilee and many 
other scenic and 
holy sites. 


SEND FOR OURFREE COLOUR BROCHURE- HOL.REF.30B. & 
FILL IN THIS COUPON NOW! or Telephone: 061 2369763. = 


Name 
Address 


Ww ENDAL HOUSE, 2 WHITWORTH STREET WEST, MANCHESTER. M1 5Wx. j 
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find your own Garden of E 


A PATIENT at the Stroke Unit of the Frenchay Hospital in Bristol demonstrates how well designed equipment can enable 


any disabled person to maintain or begin their interest 


GARDENING is one of 
our great national pas- 
times. Men and women 
all over the country enjoy 
growing things. What is 
more, this pre-occupation 
with creating something 
beautiful of their own 
unites the most unlikely 
people in the pursuit of a 
common interest. 

Handicapped people are 
no exception, but for them 
— and their helpers and 
carers — the difficulties 
often seém insuperable. 

Practical projects are 
frustrated by a lack of 
technical know-how; and 
the simple desire to plant 
something and watch it 
grow, withers because of 
an inability to cope with 
conventional methods and 
tools, 

Several organisations 
experienced in the needs 
of handicapped people 


have devoted a lot of time, 
thought and energy to 
helping those who enjoy 
gardening. 


Partnership 


Gardening centres too 
have become more enter- 
prising in catering for a 
wider cross-section of the 
community, and provide 
display gardens and special 
facilities for disabled zar- 
deners to view and to Jearn 
as much as the next per- 
son. But the people who 


“most need encouragement 


and advice often remain in 
ignorance of the various 
resources available to 
them. 


So the recent partnership 
formed between Horticul- 
tural Therapy and Fisons 
Horticultural: Division is 
good news for individual 
disabled people living in 
the community, because it 


represents an exciting 
break-through in bridging 
the gap between those who 
have the expertise and 
those who desperately 
need it. 

Fisons’ sponsorship, 
which was announced at a 
special seminar at the 
King’s Fund Centre, 
Camden Town, last month, 
is enabling Horticultural 
Therapy to set up a Gar- 
dening Unit — with a 


Gardening Adviser soon’ 


to be appointed — which 
will provide and promote a 
personalised advisory ser- 
vice to help disabled 
people participate actively 
in gardening, however 
modestly, at home. 


Hitherto, The Society 
for Horticultural Therapy 
and Rural Training, to 
give its full title, did nct 
have the mechanism to 
perform this function 
adequately. 


FOR a blind person the choice of plants is critical. Photo: Horticultural 


Therapy. 


It was established in 
1978 as a non-profit mak- 
ing company based in 
Frome, Somerset, to pro- 
vide practical advice on all 
aspects of the use of 
horticulture in therapy for 
disabled people: but in the 
first instance available 
resources had to be direc- 
ted towards the numerous 
institutions and residential 
centres educating, training 
and caring. 


Practical 


Guided by its founder 
and director, Chris Under- 
hill, Horticultural Therapy 
brought about the union 
of skilled technicians with 
trained therapists to build 
up a range of practical 
consultancy services such 
as Project Development 
and Landscape Design 
which professional — and 
full-time staff may attend 
for a small fee. 


Short courses for pro- 
fessional careers are also 
available, again for a 
nominal charge, at the 
Horticultural Therapy's 
training centre at the War- 
wickshire College of Agri- 
culture. 

In addition a Land Use 
Volunteers corps has been 
founded; and an imagina- 
tive, instructive and newsy 
magazine called “Growth 
Point” which is a joy to 
read, is issued quarterly 
reporting developments in 
the field of horticulture as 
therapy, and giving com- 
mon sense gardening fips 
for the coming season. 

Anyone may subscribe 


for £6 annually, including ° 


postage or, for £8, become 
an associate member which 
includes the magazine 
among other benefits. 


in gardening. Photo: Horticultural Therapy. 


‘Gardening is for 
Everyone’ 


Horticultural Therapy’s 
and Fisons’ first public 
venture will be a thought- 
provoking exhibit called 
“Gardening Is For Every- 
one” which will be on 
show at the spectacular 
International Garden 
Festival in Liverpool from 
May until October next 
year. It will be a unique 
contribution to the greatest 
horticultural event ever to 
be staged in this country, 
where more than three 
million visitors are expec- 
ted. 


Josie Owen, Horticul- 
tural Therapy’s Landscape 
ordinator; Tim Spurgeon, 
head of the new Gardening 
Unit; and Chris Underhill 
describe the exhibit in 
detail. 

It will comprise two gar- 
dens, the first demonstrat- 
ing all too vividly the 
pitfalls which beset handi- 
capped people, the second 
revealing how _ inventive 
garden design can be used 
in a home environment t> 
overcome individual prob- 
lems. 

“Raised gardens made 
of concrete slabs are all 
very well,” said Josie, “but 
not when the rest of the 
family also want to enjoy 
the garden. Less prac- 
tical still if the house 
eventually has to go on the 
market when the estate 
agent would certainly look 
askance at the surrealistic 
landscape. Nor is it of 
any use to have flower beds 
where weeds will grow 
rampant if you are likely 
to be confined indoors for 
any length of time. 

“Blind people obviously 
appreciate fragrant plants 


YMA aa 
te Ee 


APRIL 1983 


and flowers more than 
most, but too many scents 
only cloy and confuse, so 
texture, shape and location 
of distinctive landmarks 
are equally important,” 

The exhibit’ is intended 
to be a two-way learning 
process helping Horticul- 
tural Therapy to guide 
handicapped people living 
at home to the kind of 
gardens which fit into the 
fabric of their everyday 
life, and not ones which 
distance them still further, 
from the community. 


Practical 


advice 


“Gardening Is For 
Everyone”. will be backed 
by on-site practical advice, 
demonstrations and a pro- 
gramme of workshops to 
which small groups of- 
people with special dis- 
abilities are invited to 
attend. 

Anyone interested in- 
knowing more about this 
scheme should get in touch 
with . Tim Spurgeon. 
Rather than risk leaving it 
too late, a ‘phone call or 
letter right now will not 
come amiss. << 

Purpose-built tools and 
new techniques will also be 
demonstrated. Visitors 
will learn too how indi- 
vidual schemes depend 
upon careful planning, on— 
the analysis of individual 
abilities, and how innova-— 
tive ideas, improvised tools 
and newly devised methods 
will enable handicapped 
people to maximise their 
skills and by-pass their 
disabilities. 

This pragmatic approach | 
will be invaluable not only 
to friends and relatives but 
also benefit anyone work- 
ing in the Social and 
National Heath services, or 
voluntary organisations. 

Whilst this exciting pro- 
ject is getting under way, 
would-be gardeners impa- 
tient to make a start should 
turn to a new book also 
entitled “Gardening Is For 
Everyone”. The title is no 
mere coincidence since the 
authors are Audrey Cloet, 
until recently editor of 
“Growth Point” and Chris 
Underhill. Here is a lucid 
week-by-week guide of 
gardening recipes through 
the year showing those 


‘with limited mobility how 


to create delightful gar- 
dens using containers, rai- 
sed beds, window sills and 
benches. 


Constructive 
information 


The down-to-earth text, 
simple diagrams and lists 
of references and other re- 
levant information makes 
this a wonderful invest- 
ment at £4.95 for the 
paperback version. It is 
equally pertinent to those 
afflicted by old age, loneli- 
ness or reduced circum< 
stances. Arb 

The Disabled Living 
Foundation is a storehouse 
of constructive information | 
on how people with a han-— 
dicap may learn to en 


nds of activities 
the price of £1 
ncludes postage, 
a package worth 
Bin gold to any- 
ssted in gardening. 
wealth of ad- 
on extensive 

ontained in a 
oklet of hints and 


ardening, indoor 
, scale drawings 
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ions for ground 
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|, foliage house 
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' on Wednesday 
as from 1. pm 
pm and Friday 
from 10 o’clock 
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most come from Wolf 
Tools which he particu- 
larly recommends. 


For example, all Wolf 
Hand Tools fit an inter- 
changeable Tap - light 
handle which comes in 
three different lengths, 1 ft, 
3 ft and 5 ft, so you need 
only these three to work 
any number of tools such 
as rake, hoe and cultiva- 
tor which hang up on a 
simple rack well within 
reach. Mr Mitchell will 
allow you to try these to 
find out which suits you 
best. 


Although many are not 
readily available in the 
shops, Wolf will send a 
catalogue on request, and 
then despatch to you 
direct. 


Design 


The design of the shed 
is critical. Mr. Mitchell’s 
has a ramp at the correct 
lin in 12in — gradient. 
His worktable is at the re- 
commended height and 
has a bin, a drawer and a 
useful little device for 
holding flower pots. 


He highly recommends 
the Alton Greenhouse from 
the Alton Glasshouse 
Company at Bewdley. It’s 
the only one he knows 
which has no obstruction 
at the doorway to hinder 
anyone in a wheelchair or 
using a walking aid. Ven- 
tilation and watering are 
fully automatic. In the gar- 
den itself is a cold frame 
with counter balance. “The 
wheelbarrow” advises Mr 
Mitchell “should always 
have two wheels.” | 
- Wandering round this 
pleasantly secluded area 
you will also see examples 
of fruit growing such as 
redcurrant and gooseberry 
bushes; and fruit trees 
grown either by the cor- 
don method — two feet 
apart and at an angle of 


45 degrees, and stapled, or. 


the espalier method. 

An Alpine garden, water 
garden, raised beds, one 
planted with miniature 
roses, conifers and sedum 
stonecrops, a container bed 
‘made with 12 inch x 4 inch 
peat blocks to hold a vari- 
ety of ericas and “Blue 
Diamond” rhododendrons, 
even two lorry tyres totally 
concealed by a mass of 
pretty trailing plants and 
ivies are enough to set 
your imagination working 
and to encourage the faint- 
hearted that gardening is 
not beyond the bounds of 
possibility. 


Novel 


Another garden was 
opened in Battersea in 
1975 with novel ideas to 
amuse and help handicap- 
ped children but unfortu- 
nately the gates are often 
locked against vandals so 
it would be wise to tele- 
phone the Disabled Living 
Foundation before making 
a special visit. 

Most famous of all, of 
course, are the demonstra- 
tion gardens at Wisley in- 
stalled by The Royal Hor- 
ticultural Society in 1977. 
This is open whenever 


Report by Ann Potter 


the Wisley gardens are 
open so visitors could 
spend a whole day in this 


exceptionally beautiful set-" 


ting, the mecca of garden- 
ing professionals and en- 
thusiasts the world over. 
Without the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s 
special arrangements for 


previewing the Chelsea 
Flower Show the day 
before the multitudes 


arrive, many a keen but 
disabled Member would 
be denied the sheer joy of 
seeing this breathtakingly 
beautiful event. 

As it is, members may 
apply in advance for this 
privilege, and the - Society 
will also provide a guide 
for blind people since dogs 
are not permitted. 


Gardening and 
Horticulture 
as Full-time 


Occupations 


Despite their disabilities, 
many spastic people work 
in horticulture or garden- 
ing as a full time occupa- 
tion, not only enjoying the 
satisfaction of growing 
things well, but also the 
sense of independence 
which this employment 
brings. 

Interest and aptitude 
might first be awakened at 
the Spastic Society’s 
Churchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre in Cornwall 
where Peter Macfayden is 
in charge of horticulture. 

The purpose-built centre 
accommodates up to 48 
students plus visiting staff, 
and families, too, are en- 
couraged to stay. 

Thorngrove, the Spastics 
Society’s Agricultural 
Centre, was unique in con- 
cept when it was set up in 
1965 for relatively lightly 
handicapped adults who 
could benefit from active 
work outdoors. Since 
those early days it has 
developed into a_ busy, 
complex, commercial unit. 

Set in an attractive old 
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THE Wilkinson Sword Trimmer makes life easier. Photo: Wilkinson 


manor house surrounded 
by 50 acres of parkland, 
there is accommodation 
for 28 men and women 
who prefer outdoor work 
and life in the country. 

The Centre runs a retail 
shop in the town for the 
sale of its products, and a 
workshop where items 
such as garden furniture, 
plant troughs and wooden 
seed trays are made when 
the weather is inclement. 

There are other training 
centres offering courses for 
horticultural training in- 
cluding Finchale Training 
College, Portland Training 
College, Queen Elizabeth 
Training College and St 
Loye’s Centre for Training 
the Disabled. 


The Right Tool 
for the Job 


Necessity being the 
mother of invention, 
remarkably ingenious tools 
and equipment have been 
devised to overcome all 
kinds of disabilities. 

Mr Andrew’ White, 
Research Gardener at the 
Mary Marlborough Lodge, 
The Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre, is one of the lead- 
ing authorities on the sub- 
ject. 

“In our experience, he 


Sword. 


writes, “whatever the 
physical problem is, rais- 
ing the garden to a height 
a disabled person can 
Manage either from a 
wheelchair or a stool will 
allow them to carry on 
handling those plants 
which need a lot of atten- 
tion. 

It would be necessary, 
however, to lay paving in 
such a way that the beds 
can be managed from the 
path for wheelchair users 
and those who find it un- 
comfortable to walk on 
dug soil. 


An example of a layout 
to overcome this problem 
would be a 3ft path bound- 
ing beds 7ft x 7ft. This 
would mean that there 
would be a maximum 3ft 
6in reach to the centre.” 


A recommended tool list 
is available from the Mary 
Marlborough Lodge which 
is up-dated each _ year. 
Featured on the list is 
Spear and Jackson’s 
Neverbend small garden 
tools with bright carbon 
steel heads and _ longer- 
than-usual handles. 

IneiraeLeDOLe Ofae- the 
Federation for the Pro- 
motion of Horticulture for 
the Disabled, words of 
wisdom suggest the use of 
plastic pots which are 
lighter, Levington’s potting 


compost (2) which also is 
light to handle and may be 
purchased ready for use, 
capillary matting as a 
great aid for people who 
find it difficult to water 
accurately; to beware of 
toxic, thorny and prickly 
plants, and, conversely, 
that “there exist those 
tough, resilient types such 
as hardy succulents, dwarf 
bulbs and alpines that can 
give pleasure and interest 
without the demands of 
the highly dynamic 
plants.” 

Bearing this in mind, 
anyone attracted by the 
idea of specialising in rock 
gardens and an_ infinite 
variety of delightful minia- 
ture plants should write to 
The Alpine Garden 
Society to learn more 
about this charming form 
of gardening. 

No two gardens are ever 
alike. Even when houses 
are built like peas in a 
pod, their gardens usually 
reflect their owners’ tastes. 

How much more reward- 
ing gardening can be for 
handicapped people who 
have fewer opportunities 
than most to choose their 
environment and adapt it. 
Sometimes it is the only 
way for self-expression and 
bringing beauty into their 
surroundings, 


CACTI and succulents are easy to care for indoors. Photo: Horticultural Therapy. 
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Adopt & Cherish Prize for Rangers 


. L to R, Margaret Bray, Gillian Ford, The Lady Baden-Powell, Nicola Counsell 
Mrs Christine Brown with the £200 prize which they plan to spend on handbells for the — 
Photo: Girl Guides Association. a 
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ad 


and 


est Air Photography. 


A RANGER Guide Unit 
formed during IYDP has 
won. a top prize in one of 
Britain’s largest youth 
conservation competitions. 
The 2nd Weston-Super- 
Mare Rangers “adopted” a 
piece of neglected land out- 
side The Child Develop- 
ment Centre of Bay Trees 
School, run by MENCAP. 

The 17 Rangers, most of 


them mentally handi- 
capped, chose their pro- 
ject because they wanted 
to provide a pretty garden, 
“so that the children could 
look out at the flowers.” 
This won them the 
coveted special prize in 
Adopt and Cherish, the 
national conservation cam- 
paign launched by the Girl 
Guides Association in con- 
junction with the Keep 
Britain Tidy Group, and 
sponsored by Lloyds Bank. 
The: ,girls> cleared, 
weeded and dug their new 
garden, before putting in 
hollyhocks, Canterbury 
bells, daisies and foxgloves, 


all gifts donated by a local — 


nursery. Next year. they 
plan to plant shrubs and 
seeds with money raised by 
sponsorship of their gar- 
dening efforts. 

The Unit is no stranger 
to The Spastics Society. 
Their Guider, Mrs Chris- 
tine Brown, was for some 
year’s head teacher of the 
Society’s Ponds School, 
now Princess Marina 
Centre, and is a founder 
member of the Society 
itself. 

Assistant Ranger Guider 
Margaret Bray and Ranger 
Gillian Ford (aged 19) 
both have mild CP. 


t Automatic. 


WHERE TO GO FORHELP & ADVICE 


Garden of Eden continued from P7 


THE SOCIETY FOR HORTICULTURAL THERAPY AND 
RURAL TRAINING, Golds Ground, Vallis Way, Frome, 


(0373) 


64782. 


Ford have built a special 1600cc 
Ford Escort for the disabled driver. 


Somerset 


BA11 3DW. Telephone Frome 


Founder and Director: 


Chris Underhill. 


Head of Garden- 


ing Unit: 


Tim Spurgeon. 


Projects Co-ordinator: 


Josie 


It has many features that make it 
easier than ever to drive. These in- 
@_— clude automatic gearbox, remote 
control driver and passenger door mirrors, reclining. 
seats with extended seat slides, heated rear window 
and, on the estate version, tailgate wash/wipe. With 
the back seat down there’s 48,7 cuft. of g= 
space and the low tailgate is finger 
light to lift. 


The Escort, of course, is renowned for its 
excellent visibility, reliability and low running costs. 
And its easy to afford as well. Under the Motability 

: Lease Scheme the initial rent is quite modest. 
And your Mobility Allowance will look after 
the repayments: or you can take advan- 
tage of the Motability Hire Purchase 
Scheme. Alternatively, it can be 
bought outright at a special 

_ price — providing a 
substantial saving 
to the disabled 
driver. 


Owen. Editor of “Growth Point”: Moyra Tourlamain. 

DISABLED LIVING FOUNDATION, 346 Kensington High 
Street, London W14 BNS. Telephone 01-602 2491. 

THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, Vincent 
Square, London SW1P 2PE. Telephone 01-834 4333. 

GARDENS FOR THE DISABLED TRUST, Headcorn 
Manor, Headcorn, Kent 'TN27 9NP. Contact Mrs Margaret 
Kinsey. 

THE GARDEN CLUB, Church Cottage, Headcorn, Kent 
TN27 9NP. Telephone 0622 (Headcorn) 890467, 

MARY MARLBOROUGH LODGE, The Nuffield Ortho- 
paedic Centre, Headington, Oxford OX3 TLD. Telephone 
0865 (Oxford) 64811. 

CHURCHTOWN FARM FIELD STUDIES CENTRE, Lan-_ 
livery, Bodmin, Cornwall. Telephone 020 887 (Lostwithiel) 
2148. Warden: Dr M. J. Cotton, BSc, DPhil. . . 

THORNGROVE AGRICULTURAL CENTRE, Gillingham, — 
Dorset.. Telephone 074 76 (Gillingham) 2241/2. General 
Manager: Mr BE. A. Rhodes. 

THE ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY, Lye End Link, St 
John’s, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SW. 


SOME DEMONSTRATION GARDENS : : 

THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY GARDEN, 
Wisley, Woking, Surrey GU33 6QB. Telephone 0483 (Ripley) 
224163. ; 

SYON PARK, THE GARDENING CENTRE LTD, Brent- 
ford, Middlesex... Telephone 01-560 0882. Contact Mr Donald 
Mitchell. . 

BATTERSEA PARK, London. Restricted opening times. 
Advisable to ring Disabled Living Foundation. 

MARY MARLBOROUGH HOUSE, Headington, Oxford (by 
appointment only). ; 

JOHN WATERER, SON AND CRISP, Bagshot, Surrey. 


RECOMMENDED READING 

GARDENING IS FOR EVERYONE, by Audrey Cloet and 
Chris Underhill (Souvenir Press). Paperback £4.95. Hard- 
back £6.95. 

GARDENING FOR THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
AND ELDERLY, in association with the Royal Horticul- 
tural Society. By Mary Chaplin, until recently horticultural 
adviser to the Disabled Living Foundation. Paperback 
£3.95. Hardback £4.95 (Batsford). ; j 

THE GARDEN AND THE HANDICAPPED CHILD, avail- — 
able from The Disabled Living Foundation, £4.10. . 

LEISURE AND GARDENING, Equipment for Disabled 
Series, from Mary Marlborough Lodge, Nuffield’ Ortho-— 
paedic Centre,-Headington, Oxford OX3 7LD, £2. 

THE EASY PATH TO GARDENING, by A. S. White, avail- 
able from The Disabled Living Foundation. 


TOOLS FOR DISABLED GARDENERS : 7 

I. I. WORKSHOPS, c/o J. P. M. PARRY AND ASSOCIATES 
LTD, Corngreaves Trading Estate, Overend Road, Warley, 
wer Midlands B64 7DD.. Telephone 0384 (Cradley Heath) 

9171. 

FOR THE HANDY PLANTER — a raised flower bed 
designed in accordance with development. work done by - 
Gardens For The Disabled Trust. . ak, 

WOLF TOOLS FOR GARDEN AND LAWN LTD, Ross-on- — 
Wye, Hertfordshire HR9 5NE. Telephone -0989 (Ross-on- 
Wye) 2905/6. in ot. Soha 

SPEAR AND JACKSON (TOOLS) LTD, St Paul’s Road, 
Mea uae West Midlands WS10 9RA. Telephone 021-556 | 

WILKINSON SWORD GROUP LTD, Sword House, Totte-— 
ridge Road, High. Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP13 6ES. — 
Telephone 0494 (High Wycombe) 33300, 


fOn the shelf 


TL G INDEPENTLY” 
inn Shearer. Published 
) by Centre on Environment 
the Handicapped and 
mg Edward’s Hospital 
Fund for London, 1982. 
E5. ISBN: 0 19 724621 4. 
A book about nine 
severely disabled people 
households in all) 
fhose need for help with 
ersonal care is such that 
hey would normally be in 
art Hil accommodation 
“but who. in fact, “live 
ndependently.” 

' Clearly, in the context of 
ysevere disability (five out 
of the nine people cannot 
move without help; three 
annot eat unaided) “‘inde- 
pendence” has a_ wide 
Meaning but, at a subtle 
level, in the control they 
lave over their own lives, 
/they are independent: or 
' rather, as one of the con- 
iributors put it “We’re not 
mdependent, but we are 
responsible.” 

Always eloquent in sup- 
rt of the widening of 
oices for disabled people. 
s Shearer presents a lucid 
ount of how these few 


their individual patterns of 
living. 


Independent Living in 
Islington — choices within 
the communitly for people 
with disabilities 
PEOPLE with disabilities 
have the right to choice 
and control of their own 
lives. This was the re- 
sounding message from a 
one day conference organ- 
ised by the Islington Dis- 
ablement Association on 
January 28. 

One hundred and thirty 
eople attended the con- 
ference, which was con- 
“cerned with integration: 


TO continue the theme of 
Transport with Dignity, 
the final option is the 
wheelchair modified to fit 
into a standard car. | 

This has several advant- 
ages over the two systems 
described so far; the most 


disabled person sits in a 
normal position in a car 
Which from the outside 
shows no sign of modifica- 
ion. This removes the em- 
barrassment some feel 
wthen travelling in a car 
which advertises their 
being disabled. 

The “Freelancer” is a 
wheelchair and loading 
device specifically designed 
it the MIII Ford Escort 
can be fitted to either 
driver or passenger 


As it is an accessory 
he car, it can be re- 


eaches the end of its 
onomic life, and installed 
in any replacement. 

This has two advant- 
: The old car can be 


| people have worked cut | 


We have 


important being that the - 


moved when the vehicle 


Lhe 


Each section includes a. 
short history of the people 
and how they came to be 
in their present accom- 
modation; a description of 
the housing itself (with a 
ground plan of the layout); 
a summary of the aids they 
have; a brief account of 
the amount of outside help 
required and how this is 
organised and details of 
their financial arrange- 
ments. 


The outside help is 
drawn from a variety of 
sources: home helps,’ dis- 
trict nurses, paid house- 
keepers, CSVs, friends and 
relatives, which all serves 
to illustrate the range of 
options and combinations 
available. 


Some of the people 
featured in the book have 
live-in helpers; while 
others would resent such an 
intrusion on their privacy 
and prefer assistants who 
come in every day. Cash 
is, of course, a key element 
in their ability to choose 
and the book endorses the 
comments of one of its 


subjects: 
“Give people enough 
money — and let them 


choose for themselves.” . 
The concluding chapter 
discusses the implications 
of these ideas for indi- 
viduals, for housing policy, 


for support services and 


housing support packages | 


and provides intelligent, if 
always critical, considera- 
tion of what is already 
available. 

The people featured in 
this book are, of course, 
all intelligent and highly 
motivated people and their 
complicated life - styles 
would clearly not be 
appropriate for, or even 
desired by, all disabled 
people. 

However, as a challenge 
to the assumptions of 
policy makers, architects 
and people working in 
statutory and voluntary 
services about what. is 
possible for people with 


severe physical disabilities, 


it is a much-needed and 
stimulating publication. 


Sue Kendall 


WHY MY CHILD? by 
Suzanne Cartwright, £3.95 


_ paperback. The initial re- 


action of any parent on 
discovering that their child 
is handicapped is well 
summed up in this Austra- 
lian book’s title. The 
second reaction is often to 
feel isolation, and that no- 
one else has felt this. 
Why My Child? lays 
this second feeling firmly 


to rest. No less than 43 
parents of handicapped 
children share their feelings 
of grief, shock, panic, dis- 
belief, denial, confusion, 
despair, anger, depression, 
guilt and blame, and 
finally the gradual shift to 
reality and acceptance. 

The book must surely 
cover any prospective feel- 
ing of new parents and 
provide a reassurance that 
ethers have felt the same, 
and will be a_ postive 
encouragement to parents 
and their families. 

Suzanne Cartwright bas 
for some years been a 
social worker for the nur- 
sery at the Woodville 
Spastic Centre, South 
Australia, helping parents 
to readjust after the birth 
of a handicapped child, 
and working with children 
to help them to develop 
their full potential. 

Why My Child? is pub- 
lished by Rigby  Inter- 
national, 5 Great James 
Street, London WCI. Tel 
01-242 5969. 


SUFFER LITTLE CHIL- 
DREN by Jacqueline 
Kneeshaw, £3.95 paper- 
back. Also a Rigby Inter- 
national publication, this 
moving account by the 
author of the upbringing of 


right to choose says report 


recognising that disabled 
people have as great a role 
within the community as 
able-bodied people, and 
that they do not intend to 
be segregated. 

The purpose of the con- 
ference was to inform peo- 
ple with disabilities of the 
choices available to them 
if they wish to live inde- 
pendently; to co-ordinate 
existing voluntary and sta- 
tutory services; and to pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
disabled people to discuss 
their needs. and convey 


OTORING 


by John Byworth 


sold as a standard Escort: 
and the equipment can be 
used for as long as neces- 
sary. 

“Freelancer” is a base 


frame, bolted to the floor | 


of the car, with a swinging 
arm for a wheelchair and 
integrated electrical con- 
trol system which checks 
that all procedures have 
been completed before re- 
tracting the wheelchair 
wheels, making the system 
completely safe. 

The wheelchair has been 
designed specifically for 
car travel and I found it 
very comfortable and, un- 
like some specialist wheel- 
chairs, quite large enough 
even for my _ corpulent 
frame. 

All the machinery for 
retracting the wheels is 
contained within the 
wheelchair so it.is heavy 
to propel by hand and 
would need a fairly fit 
helper to manoeuvre it up 
and down kerbs, etc. 

The other disadvantage 
in this system is the fact 
that the occupant’s legs 
have to be raised on to the 
carriage before the chair 
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them to the providers of 
housing, care and sup- 
port services. 

During the afternoon, 
the conference split into 
discussion groups from 
which came the same 
themes:— the community 
must accommodate dis- 
abled people by provid- 
ing housing and support on 
a flexible, local basis, con- 
trolled by disabled people 
themselves, and available 
as of right to people with 


_ disabilities. 


The most encouraging 


part of the conference was 
the anger shown by dis- 
abled people attending, 
who are no longer pre- 
pared to be grateful and 
accepting of the services 
and provisions they do get, 
but will fight for provision 
of housing and support 
services on their terms. 

Copies of the report can 
be obtained from Isling- 
ton Disablement Associa- 
tion, The Old Hospital, 
Liverpool Road, London 
Nl. Telephone: O1 359 
0287. 


moves into the car, which 
could be a problem for 
those with certain types of 
cerebral palsy. 

The “Freelancer” is a 
product of Mobility Inter- 
national who produce 
several other products for 


the chairborne and have - 
many years of experiesice . 


in this field. 

They are part of the 
Gowering Group of Com- 
panies which also include 


a Ford main dealership, - 


thus providing a back-up 
service for both car and 
equipment. a: 

There are seven distri- 
butors for “Freelancer” in 


the country and the equip-— 
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The Freelancer System 


ment can either be fitted to 
the customer’s own car, or 
purchased as a complete 
package, this being the 
better option, as one can 
take advantage of one of 
the many car purchase 


at e’re not independent, but we are responsible’ 


her daughter through the 
first years of her life is a 
story of love and courage. 

Galen was born the 
third child to Jacqueline 


and John —Kneeshaw, 
severely mentally and 
physically handicapped. 


This is not a highly tech- 
nical or medical account 
of Galen’s progress, but a 
sharing of a family’s ex- 
perience. 

From the feeling of 
tragedy and the impossi- 
bility of coping, the Knee- 
shaw family grew into a 


_ family with great hope and 


a positive attitude. Every 
new step for Galen became 
a triumph as she gradually 
made her own place in the 
family, showing indepen- 
dance of mind and bring- 
ing unexpected joys. 


Before her first daughter, 
Anne; and son Jay were 
born. Jacqueline Knee- 
shaw taught speech and 
drama. She had intended to 
return to work when the 
children were older. Now, 
11 years after Galen’s 
birth, her future is very 
different. Yet she calls hers 
a love story. “A true story 
of true love.” ; 


“POSITIONS For Play.” 
This 36-page publication 
produced by The Toy 
Libraries Association is an 
excellent reference for 
parents and staff working 
with disabled children. It 
describes play positions on 
the floor, in sitting, keeling 
and standing in a simple 
manner accompanied by 
clear sketches. Positions 


- that are to be avoided are 


shown through diagrams 
and it’s strongly emphas- 
ised -when and how to 
contact a therapist. 

Information on the 
various types of equipment 
and where they can be pur- 
chased or made are given 
throughout the book. The 
equipment includes 
wedges, chairs, table tops, 
standing boxes and_har- 
nesses. 

At the cost of 80p, it is 
an invaluable reference. 
Anne O’Connell, 
Occupational Therapist. 


COPIES of all the books 
reviewed in this month’s 
issue are kept at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Library at 12 
Park Crescent, London 
WI. 


Stepping up in style 


Most wheelchairs promise to take you up a kerb but 
bring you back down to earth again with a bump. The 
Ortopedia smooths out those bumps and brings back 
comfort you’d almost forgotten existed. Its spring-coiled 
suspension and Harvest Gold upholstery will 

cushion you up and down kerbs, forwards and 
backwards, wherever you want to go. Special purpose 
re-chargeable batteries, four braking systems and a 
host of ‘special’ features we call ‘standard’ add up to 
the finest wheelchair you can buy. 


As with all the best things the Ortopedia costs a little 
more. It’s a real investment and you will want to be sure 
about your choice. So don’t take our word for it, try the 
Ortopedia yourself in the comfort of your own home. Sit 
in it, drive it, and feel the total comfort and control. We 


guarantee you'll like its style. 


Everest 


Jennings 


= 


plans for the disabled. Wheelchairs and Aids © forthe Disabled“ IN 
The price of a “Free- | | 

lancer” complete and fitted | | to: Everest & Jennings Ltd Princewood Rd Corby | 

at a distributor is £2,359. | | Northants NN17 2DX Telephone Corby 67661 
An automatic version of I'd like to try the Ortopedia for myself. Please arrange | 

the -Escort MIII. is now | for my personal home demonstration of: 

available. | [[] The Ortopedia The Ortopedia compact | 
Further details from: | | —~ outdoor model home & garden mode’ | 

Mrs Jennifer Britts, Mob- | Name- | 

ility International, The. Arirose 

Grange, Lower Way, |. = 

Thatcham, Newbury, | | Tel.No ea ! 

Berks. A list of Regional E. Leashis autetretnin creda oR oy 8 | 

Distributors is available. . CS FORT 
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Just what you're looking for — 
Your ads and announcements 


For sale 


RlMETON Community 
Playthings solid wood corner 
chair and table. As new, will 
accept £40 ono. Original cost 
was over £90. Telephone 
01-417 0501. 


Slimline Electrically «+ 
Patient 
Nearly 


BEC 
operated Wheelchair. 
/ attendant controls. 
new. Original cost £400. 
Accept. £275 ono, — Tele- 
phone 01-670 6524 after 5 pm. 


FOAM CYLINDER ROLL, 
45in x 20in, with cover. Very 
“useful . for physiotherapy. 
Purchased from Price 


. Brothers. New. £20 ono. Tele- 


. phone Staines 54768. 


EVEREST and «- Jennings 
Premier Electric. Wheelchair, 
complete, with charger. Cost 
£700 new, will accept £350. 
Telephone 0702 41719 (Mrs 
Chambers). 


Penfriends 


DAWN COLCLOUGH, aged 
15, seeks a penfriend. She 
lives in Stoke-on-Trent, and 
attends New House School. 
Contact Miss D. Colclough, 
246 Etruria. Vale Road, 
Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 
4BN. 


DISABLED gentleman, 55, 
would like penfriends, male or 
female, interests music light 
classical/country & western/ 
folk/band; photography; sport; 
horticulture. All letters ans- 
wered. — Contact Box 104, 
Spastics News. 


Sit wanted 


INDEPENDENT and 
responsible 20-year-old girl 
with mild C.P. requires 
accommodation, work, pre- 
ferably live-in job. Can offer 
cooking, typing, and nursery 
experience with small child- 
ren. Currently studying for 
City. and Guilds Catering 
Exams, but will be available 
from August 1983. Contact 
Miss Anna Blake, The 
National Star Centre, Ullen- 
wood Manor, Cheltenham. 


Accomm. 
wanted 


URGENTLY required.—Dis- 
abled gent, fully independent, 
requires to rent small cottage/ 
bungalow in rural / country 
area, preferably Hereford, 
Wores or Glos, but any area 
considered. Long let required, 
with no restrictions on pets. ete. 
— Contact Box i104, Spastics 
News. 
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SPASTIC PEOPLE, their relatives, helpers and local volun- 
teer groups, can place free advertisements in this column. 
if you have something to sell or swap, a holiday home 
to let, if you are seeking equipment or employment, or 
simply wish to make new contacts, this is the column 
for you. Send your small ads to the Editor at Spastics 


News. 


-room, 


_ bership 


Holidays 


THE DORSET Spastics 
Society have recently. pur- 
chased a 4/5-berth caravan, 
which is available for hire 
from May 14, 1983. Some 


.~weeks are already booked, 


but dates still available at 
May 14 to 21, June 25 to 
July 2, August 6 to 2,7 and 
September 10 to third week 
in October. The caravan is 
situated at Sandford Park, 
Holton Heath, Poole. Close 
to Bournemouth, Swanage 
and New Forest, It has been 
adapted for wheelchairs with 
ramp, easy access to bed- 
shower and _ toilet. 
Facilities include free -mem- 
to Sandford Park 
Club ballrooms, restaurant, 
launderette and heated 
swimming pool May to Sep- 
tember. Inquiries to Mrs W. 
Stephenson, 2 Ashling Close, 
Bournemouth, Tel (0202) 
514645. 


In Memoriam 


MRS F. IGGLESDEN 


The Maidstone Spastics 
Group are sad to announce 
the death of Mrs F. Iggles- 
den on November 8, 1982, One 
of the groups eldest members 
at 82, she had worked with 
the group almost from the 
beginning, giving and help- 
ing all she could: Iggy, as she 
was known, was popular 
with everyone, from the very 


young to the old, she had 
many friends. She always 
thought of others, even in 
death, and donated her body 
to research. She will be 
greatly missed by ali her 
friends. : 


International Round Table 
Vienna for Counselling Talks 


IRTAC 83, is the 1lih 
International Round Table 
for the Advancement of 
Counselling which will be 
held in Vienna, Austria, 
on July 23-27, 1983. 


This is an international 
consultation, under the 
auspices of Rehabilitation 
International, on “Coun- 
selling and Guidance of 
Disabled People and their 
Families.” It will concen- 
trate on the development 
of a coherent system of 
educational, . occupational 
and social counselling. 


— 


Working groups will 
discuss the topics: 1. 
Counselling in the Family; 
2. Counselling and Guid- 
ance in Pastoral Care; 3. 
Counselling and Guidance 
for Work; 4. Counselling 


in the Community; 5. 
Counselling for Specitic 
Handicaps. Working 


groups will be lead by a 
specialist who will review 
the topic, produce appro- 
priate discussion docu- 
ments and direct the work 
of the group. 


During the week, sub- 


- WHEEL-CHAIR & 


HOME LIFT 


BM secr-surrortine Lit 
SHAFT (Only lift of its kind 
available in UK), 


Bi no oursipe WALL 
NEEDED. 


2-FLOOR UNIT, FROM 
ONLY £4,600 DELIVERED 
& INSTALLED COMPLETE. 


Hy birt ENTRANCE ON ANY 
ONE OF 3 SIDES OR ALL 
3 IF REQUIRED, 


WM every Lirt vesiGnep 
INDIVIDUALLY TO SUIT 
SITUATION. 


BM 24 Hour service By 
NATIONWIDE TEAM OF 
SERVICE ENGINEERS. 


BB kecucar service ano 
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
ARE OPERATED. 


MM free site survey & 
QUOTATION WITHOUT 
OBLIGATION, 


Phone or write for immediate 
personal attention: 


ALPHA LIFTS LIMITED 


FREEPOST STOURBRIDGE 
WEST MIDLANDS DY8 1BR 
Telephone: KINGSWINFORD (0384) 294715 
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jects which are relevant 
to discussions will be 
treated by speakers who 
will stimulate further dis- 
cussions within the work- 
ing groups. 

Enquiries 

Further information is 
available from: Allge- 
meine Unfallversicherung- 
sanstalt (Austrian Workers’ 
Compensation Board), 
Adalbert Stifter-Strasse 65, 
A-1200 Vienna, Austria. 
Telephone (0222) 33-(1/ 
S275 Lelexs 11-4291: 


| Holiday Time Ownership — with 
ae disabled in mind 


A MAJOR European pro- 
perty development com- 
pany has announced that 
plans have been finalised 
for Europe’s first interna- 
tional leisure resort, pur- 
pose built to suit the needs 
of disabled people. 
Peter Riteco launched 
this unique project during 
his recent visit to the UK 
Head Office in Bristol of 
his. international Ventura 
Group of Companies, 
Difora (UK) Ltd, part 
of this Ventura Corpora- 
tion is currently engaged 


in one of the biggest lei-. 


sure. _ developments © ever 
seen. - 
The resort — Parque 


Holandes — has been un- 
der construction since 1976 
on the North East coast of 
the - beautiful - sub-tropical 
island of Fuerteventura 
in the Canary Islands. 

~ The development con- 
sists of over 11 million 


Selling 
crafts 


countrywide 


COUNTRYWIDE Work- 
shops is an organisation 
which sells products made 
entirely by blind and dis- 
abled people. [t was set up 
by Valerie Wood-Gaiger, 
who suffers from a heredi- 
tary form of blindness. 


Out-let 


Countrywide provides help 
to maintain jobs for blind 
and physically handi- 
capped people, and an out- 
let for handcrafted goods 
without incurring the high 
retail costs of a major city 
shop, as it operates by 
mail order only with 
catalogues issued periodic- 
ally through the year. A 
new item in this Spring’s 
supplement. is a_ plant 
holder made at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Kingston- 
Upon - Thames = Work 
Centre. For further details 
of all products and mail 
order catalogues contact: 
Countrywide Workshops, 
17c Earls Court Square, 
London SWS. Telephone 
01-373 9943. 


Wireless World 


THE promise of improve- 
ments in the quality of 
life for the physically and 
mentally handicapped 
comes with the announce- 
ment this week of a 
national competition spon- 
sored by the magazine 
Wireless World. 

Cash prizes totalling 
£8,000 are being offered to 
electronics .-experts, 
amateur and professional, 
in a competition entitled 
Design an _ Electronic 
Device to help the Dis- 
abled. 


Potential 


The phenomenal 
advance of electronics tech- 
nology in recent years for 
weaponry, communications 
and home entertainment 
emphasises the fact that, 
notwithstanding the many 
electronics - based devices 
already available to the 
handicapped, the potential 
for further invention and 
development in this field 
must be enormous. 


- petition. 


Individuals, 
schools, university depart- 
ments and_ professional 
design teams are all 
eligible to enter the com- 
The prizes are: 
Ist £2,500, 2nd £1,500 
and four runners-up prizes 
of £1,000. 


Reward 


For all entrants whose 
devices are subsequently 
adopted, whether they win 
a prize or not, there will 
be the positive reward of 
haying assisted someone, 
perhaps many, to enjoy a 
richer life. 

Closing date for the 
competition is October 1, 
1983. Full details and 
entry form are published 
in the March issue of 
Wireless World. 

Further details and entry 
forms can also be obtained 
from The Editor, Wireless 
World, Room L392, 
Quadrant House, The 
Quadrant, Sutton, Surrey 
SM2 SAS. Telephone 01- 
661 3128. 
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‘square metres (ie over 4 sq 
miles) of the most lJuxu- 
rious villas, apartments, 
marina, golf clubs, casino, 
hotels, restaurants, parks, 
swimming pools, sporting 
facilities, shops and. thea- 
tres set around a sweeping 
ampi-theatre type bay with 
superb beaches and crystal 
water rolling in from the 
Atlantic. Throughout the 
island, traditional villages 
“unspoilt by tourism. still 


offer renowned Spanish 
hospitality. 
The infra-structure has 


-already been completed in- 
cluding: all roads, drainage, 
a de-salination plant suffi- 

‘cient to supply the whole 

‘development, ©.28km~~ of 
highway and an electricity 
supply. that. has* been 
brought ilkm ‘over the 
mountains. 


Sunspot 


Thanks to the co-opera- 


tion of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment and many notable 
“personalities, engineers, 
architects and designers, 
Parque Holandes will 
rightfully. be the most 
splendid and sought after 
sunspot well into the next 
century. 

One of the most remark- 
_able features of this project 
is that Peter Riteco, archi- 
tect and engineer, has de- 
cided to take into account 
the needs of disabled peo- 
ple in every possible way. 


“TI have had considerable . 


experience in Europe wih 
the Dutch government in 
designing and building for 
the disabled and I realised 
that I must ensure that this 
dream catered for all, so 
you can be assured that 
everything that can practi- 
cally be done to make the 
leisure and holidays as per- 
fect as possible for people 
wih disabilities is being 
done throughout the whole 
resort.” 
A hamlet of some 60 
villas called Parque del Sol 
—one of the many ham- 
lets throughout Parque 
Holandes, is being purpose 
built for use by disabled 
people. Like every other 
hamlet, it will have its own 
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- their’ own reception ar 
‘restaurant - 
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. chair access) but in Parqe 
- de» Sol 
been completely designe 


alarms to be linked to a 


island has also been care 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED 


A wido variety of spoclal furniture and equipment for the handicapped chi 4 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge E Sussex TN32 5DR phone 0580 880626 


and entrances specially di 
signed for 


x "we 


swimming pool but 4a 
Parque del Sol the differ 
ence is that the pool wi 
have the appropriate ra 
and the equipment neces 
sary for use by the di 
abled. 

All the villas will 
fitted with low level 
chen units, easy to 
switches and taps on 
appliances, specially fitte 
bathrooms, easy acces 
wardrobes, and all dool 


wheelchai 
users. ° ae 
“Most other hamlets hay 


(where muc 
has been done for whee 


everything hg 


to cater for the specif 
needs of the disabled. 


Alarms 


There is even. a ceht re 
control for the _distres 


the villas. Beach access 
been catered for, so 
transport to and from | 
airport in a_ specificall 
adapted coach. This coac 
is also available for sight 
seeing around the resoi 
and the rest of the islan¢ 
‘There are also many activi 
ties available for disable 
people and their familie 
such as boating, fishin{ 
riding, tennis and othe 
various sports. ) 

Travel to and from th 


fully arranged with 
major airline who alread 
has a service to the island 

Difora (UK) Ltd 
scored a major first | 
making this hamlet aval 
able through the Tim 
Ownership method so fe 
the very first time a life 
time of perfect holidays } 
available to the famil 
with a disabled member. 


Further information ani 
details from DIFOR: 
(UK) LTD, Bush Hous 
72 Prince Street, Briste 
BS1 4HU. Information ré 
garding the sales agen 
position from the Nationa 
Sales Manager at the sam 
address. 


CLEVELAND local 
Group have gone _ to 
' ground in their latest bid 
to get work experience for 
_ the disabled; they have 
“come up with the idea of 
; operating their own 


eae squads to work. | 


in- industry and on domes- 
_ tic landscapes. 

; During the past. year 
| squads have worked for 
individuals, housing asso- 
eiztions and for Hills 
_ Joinery firm in Stockton. 


| The workforce special- 
Be in weeding, grass-cut- 
ting, pruning and _ general 
| he done under super- 
vision. They leave the 
Cleveland workshop each 
_ day at 9.30 am and work 
“to about 3.30: pm with 
_ only the supervisor receiy- 
_ ing payment. 
ce It. is. all part of the 
" society’s policy of. prepar- 
' ing the workers for when 
_jobs become’ 
Wally Hume, manager of 
» the centré, said: 
“an ideal way of letting 
' them learn about work 
\.and it prepares them for 
_ the work if a job appears. 


available. | 
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FE for disabled students — are LEA’s 
ducking their duty ? 


Education Act states quite 

clearly that all young peo- 

ps regardless of their 

" special “needs, have the 
| right to full-time educa- 

ion up to their 19th birth- 
Ey if they request it. — 
\» Yet many are denied 
_ this once they have reached 
Bthe age of 16, particlarly 
those with more severe 
mental and physical handi- 
caps. 

Estimates suggest that 
pover half of all local edu- 
Beation authorities (LEAs) 

in England and Wales are 
_ breaking the law in this 
vm of the education pro- 


E. 
P 
‘ec SECTION 8 of the 1944 


Vision. 
Only 20 per cent will 
_ give an unconditional place 
to any student requesting 
_ school or college educa- 
tion after 16. 


Benefit 


The opportunity for con- 
tinued education for all 
16 year old mentally and 
physically handicapped 
students cannot be stressed 
too strongly: often a. stu- 
dent with special needs 
ill benefit most from the 
extension of education be- 


a 


his or her” handicap has 
1 they have 
‘Jate” in reaping the re- 
wards of their schooling. 
: Successive government 
ministers have - confirmed 
the LEA duty to make 
Provision, yet many pa- 
rents and students know 
nothing about it. 

_ The- provisions of this 
Act are not affected by the 
new 1981 Education Act 
or any other legislation 
_ since 1944. Because the 
» 1970 Education Act ended 
the classification of  “in- 
educable” for some child- 
ren the duty on LEAs to 
ee full-time “duca- 


been | 


The 1944 Act states 
that no fees can be charged 
for education in schools. 
However, LEAs are le- 
gally entitled to charge 
for non-advanced further 
education (ie below GCE 
A level standard), so long 
as the fees are not marked- 
ly different from those in 
neighbouring authorities. 

LEAs may make some 
“reasonable” charges in 
FE colleges;- however, 
authorities have in the past 
tended not to charge for 
FE college courses that are 
the same as local school 
courses, though this cannot 
be guaranteed. 

While LEAs have a duty 
to ensure that provision is 
made for all 16-19 year 
olds requesting education, 
there is no rule as to where 
it should take place, and 
as well as being in either 
school or college, it could 
also be in a neighbouring 
authority. However, a non- 
selective school offering 
post-16 education should 
have no grounds for refus- 
ing a student, unless it can 
prove that it cannot offer 
an education suitable to 
the student’s “age, ability 
aptitude”, (Section 8, 1944 
Act), in which case some- 
where else has to be Offer- 
ed by the authority. 


. Request 


’ The Society is’ asking 
for-new legislation to be 
introduced which would 
raise the age for guaran- 
teed full-time. further. edu- 
cation for students with 
special needs to 25. While 
accepting the need for a 
major revision of FE legis- 
lation it firmly rejects. the 
notion that local authori- 
ties should provide educa- 
tion only “for those in this 
age group who seek it and 
would benefit from it”. 


Many LEAs argue that 
they make little or only 


qualified provision for stu- 
dents with special needs 
because they are not asked. 
The Spastics Society feels 
that lack of request is no 
defence, since the onus is 
on the authority to create 
the necessary climate in 
which parents will seek 
further education for their 
handicapped children. It is 
unacceptable to the Society 
that some. LEAs are con- 
tent to respond to ani arti- 
culate minority of parents 
standing up for their rights. 

Many education autho- 
rities place students with 
special needs in adult 
training centres. The Spas- 
tics Society says this is not 
full-time education, and 
does not remove the legal 
duty to provide education 
if requested. 


Revision 


The request for post-16 
education for students 
with special needs should 
be made well before the 
student’s 16th birthday. 
After discussions with the 
school as to what is avail- 
able locally, a formal re- 
quest in writing should be 
made to the local educa- 
tion office (keeping copies 
of all correspondence). 

If the request is refused, 
for whatever reason, then 
the refusal must be asked 
for in writing. Parents or 
the person acting on behalf 
of the student, can then 
make a formal complaint 
to the Secretary of State 
for Education and Science 
under Sections 68 and 99 
of the 1944 Act, asking 
him or her to intervene and 
over-rule the LEA’s de- 
cision. 

To our knowledge, the 
Secretary of State has 
never failed to support a 
complaint about provision 
in this area, and has al- 
ways instructed an autho- 
rity to make a place avail- 
able. 
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SPASTICS NEWS It 


Robert runs 


for Wales 


THIS October, 16,000 
runners will attempt the 
exhausting 26 miles of New 
York streets that make up 
the New York Marathon, 
through Manhattan, 
Queens, Harlem and the 
Bronx. 

Among them will. be 
Robert Petersen, the Chief 
Executive of. Royds Wales, 
one of Wales’ leading ad- 
vertising agencies. 

Robert will not be run- 
ning just for himself, how- 
ever, but for The Spastics 
| Society of Wales. 

He is a Marathon addict 
who fell in love with de- 
manding disciplines of dis- 
tance running when-he ran 
“Western Mail’ Mara- 
thons. 

Sponsored by friends al- 
ready, who will guarantee 
the expenses involved, Rob 
will run for The Society at 
no charge on its funds. 

Sponsor forms are avail- 
able from the office of the 
Wales Region. of The 
Spastics Society. 

All the money collected 
will go to help small resi- 
dential homes for multiply 
handicapped people in 
Wales. 


YOUNG JEREMY SHARPE from Birmingham had the 
opportunity of a lifetime to improve his snooker playing 
when he met his hero Steve Davis recently at Rackhams 
store in Birmingham. 

Steve, who was there to take on two amateur chal- 
lengers who had won competitions to play him, gave 


Jeremy several tips to help his game. Jeremy, aged 10, 
was given a small snooker table by his parents for Christ- 
mas, as they hoped that playing would help him to 
amprove his co-ordination. 

Photo Birmingham Post & Mail. 
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The National Exhibition of Aids for Disability 


BINGLEY HALL 
EXHIBITION 
CENTRE 


Broad Street, Birmingham B1 2EL 


Thursday 7, Friday 8 and 
Saturday July 9, 1983 


in conjunction with Bingley Hall Bonanza Day for Disabled People and 
their families on Saturday, July 9 


Supported by The West Midlands Council for Disabled People 


EXHIBITION HOURS 
Thursday & Friday, July 7 & 8, 10am—8 pm 
Saturday, July 9, 10 am— 5.30 pm 


FREE ADMISSION TO DISABLED PEOPLE 
AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Bingley Hall Exhibition Centre comprises 90,000 sq ft of exhibition 
space in the centre of Birmingham. Easily accessible from the M6 and M5 
Motorways 


ORGANISERS 


Broadway Exhibitions Limited, Bingley Hall, Broad Street, Birmingham 
B12EL. Telephone 021-236 0223. Telex 335176 TFSTRS G BH. 
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Mother Teresa visits Society in Bombay 


AT a very moving cere- 
mony in Bombay recently, 
the Spastics Society of 
India was honoured by the 
presence of Mother Teresa 
who travelled especially 
from Calcutta for the occa- 
sion, 

Before laying the founda- 
tion stone for the Society’s 
new National Institute she 
told a packed and attentive 
audience of well over 500 
people that “Disabled 
children are a gift from 
God, giving us the oppor- 
tunity to put our love for 
God into living action. The 
Spastics Society of India 
is making society realise 
that nobody should be un- 
wanted.” 

The National Institute 
for Research into the Pre- 
vention and Management 
of Physical Disability will 
be the culmination of 10 
years very devoted and 
very skilled work by the 
chairman, Mrs Mithu 
Alur, and her colleagues 
at The Spastics Society in 
Bombay. 

It will house the many 
segments of the Society’s 
work — its school, staff 
training, prevention and 
management services, rural 
projects and an overall re- 
search structure, the latter 
aiming to improve both the 
quality and the quantity of 
services for all kinds of 
physically and neurologi- 
cally handicapped people 
in India. 


Funds are urgently 
needed to complete the 
new Institute by 1984. 
After a short fund-raising 
visit to New York, Mithu 
Alur will be meeting again 
with various friends and 
colleagues at The Society’s 


headquarters in London in 
April and May. 

Mrs Joyce Smith our 
chairman, and Tim Yeo, 
director, together with the 
Action India Group 
headed by Mr Alex Moira, 
and Mr Derek Lancaster- 


Gaye of the new Cerebral 
Palsy Overseas organisa- 
tion, will be delighted to 
meet her again to consoli- 
date plans for closer co- 


operation between the two 
Societies. 


LEAs drag heels over Integration 


THE full results of the 
ACE/Spastics Society sur- 
vey (first revealed in Janu- 
ary Spastics News), have 
revealed a disturbing lack 
of commitment by local 
education authorities to the 
central, integration prin- 
ciple of the new law affec- 
ting children with special 
needs, the 1981 Education 
Act, in force from April 
1, 1983. 

Although the movement 
towards reform of the law 


Wessex 


Medical 
Equipment 


Com 


on the education of child- 
ren with special needs be- 
gan nearly ten years ago, 
the current picture of LEA 
attitudes, policies and 
plans emerging from the 
survey are disappointing. 
Replies were received 
from 71 local education 
authorities in England and 
Wales. They confirm that, 
as with so many LEA ser- 
vices, the chances of child- 
ren receiving their educa- 
tion in an integrated set- 


Unit 2, Dept 3 
Budds Lane, Romsey 
Hampshire S05 OHA 
Tel Romsey 


pony (0794) 518246 


Limited 


517079 


Manufacturers of: STAIRSEATS, ELECTRIC HOISTS, 
HOME LIFTS, THE WESSEX VERTICAL SEAT. 
Agents for THE MEDIC BED. 
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ting depend on where they 
live and on the nature of 
their disability. 


Willing 


Only 32 per cent of 
LEAs displayed a willing- 
ness to alter existing ar- 
rangements in line with 
the integration principle 
expressed in Section 2 of 
the new Act, that they 
should “secure” that child- 
ren with special educa- 
tional needs are “educated 
in an ordinary school. 

While only two authori- 
ties (Barking and Barns- 
ley) admited to having no 
policy at all on integra- 
tion, the remainder made 
it clear, by stressing the 
let-out clause in Section 2, 
that changes following the 
Act coming into force 
would be confined to ques- 
tions of assessment and the 
role of professionals, and 
would not include a re- 
examination of existing 
segregationist policies, 

The let-outs in Section 
2 are that education in an 
ordinary school must be 
compatible with the child 
“receiving the special edu- 
cation provision that he re- 
quires”. 

Seventeen per cent of 
authorities had not for- 
mally discussed integration 
indeed, seven per cent had 
not yet discussed the Act: 
and 54 per cent had not 
come to any policy deci- 
sions on implementing the 
law. 

Twenty per. cent of 
authorities predicted that, 
over the next two years, 
there would no change of 
policy with regard to inte- 
gration. - 


More positively, 44 per 
cent anticipated some 
change in policy, with nine 
per cent expecting an up- 
ward trend in the  inci- 
dence of integration. None- 
theless, a disturbingly high 
proportion of LEAs (72 
per cent) were able to 
make no forecast. 

Twenty-two per cent of 
the LEAs who saw some 
degree of integration as a 
priority. expressed some 
concern about the avyail- 
ability of adequate re- 
sources to enable them to 
carry through schemes 
that required building ad- 
aptations or the provision 
of back-up staff. 


Access 


Sixty-one per cent of 
authorities expected to im- 
prove arrangements for the 
access of physically-handi- 
capped children. 24 per 
cent, however, foresaw no 
progress in this direction. 

The authorities most 
likely to promote integra- 
tion schemes are those that 
have demonstrated a com- 
mitment to the principle 
over a number of years 
regardless of legislation. 


Rights 


Unless parents make 
determined use of their 
new rights under the 1981 
Act, there are grounds for 
concern that the principle 
may be too easily ignored. 

The quesionnaire — res- 
ponses demonstrate that 


neither the prospect of new — 


legislation nor the lengthy 
period of debate have dis- 
turbed the inertia of LEAs 
with little or no commit- 
ment to integration, 
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In on the Act 


PARENTS and the 1981 Education Act is the third 
ACE/Spastics Society Working Towards Integration 
conference, and will be held at the Institute of Education, 
London, on Thursday, July 7, 
day, which includes coffee, lunch, tea and a delegate’s 


pack is £12. 


It will focus on the new procedures for involving | 
parents in decisions about their children’s schoolnay 


and will aim to: 


1 Encourage constructive approaches to the central. 
principle of integration in the new Act; and 

2 Promote a new partnership and openness between 
parents and professionals to make the parents’ contri-— 
butions a positive reality. 
In addition to parents and organisations representing | 

the conference will be of particular 

interest to those whose work will be affected by. the 


their interests, 


new law: 


1 Heads, teachers and governors in ordinary schools, — 
whose responsibilities are increased by the Act. 
Teachers and governors in special schools. 


Education officers. 


Educational psychologists; 
Other professionals in related services — District 
Health Authorities, Social Services Departments, etc — 
who now have a more clearly defined role in assessment 


2 
3 
4 Primary, secondary and special school advisors. 
5 
6 


procedures. 
Voluntary organisations. 


on 


topics: 


(a) Statements (secrecy/openness), the role of advocates: 


and appeals. 


(b) Parental involvement in, and contribution to, the 


Statement. 


(c) Implications for minority group families. 
(d) The multi-disciplinary approach. 
(ec) Unequal provision — LEA discretion in implementing 
the Act and how/where to lobby. : 
(f) 16-19 provision ? spelling out what the new. law 


ignores. 


(g) The role of governors — special and ordinary schools. J 
Forms are available from’ ACE, 18 Victoria ea : 


Square, London, E2 9PB. 


Your own copy SPASTICS REWS 


IF you are not already a 
regular subscriber to Spas- 
tics News, but would like 
to receive it regularly, you 
can order your own per- 


sonal copy direct from The - 


Spastics Society. 

For full details please 
contact Mrs G. Rose, Cir- 
culation Supervisor, Spas- 
tics News, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1, or tele- 
phone on 01-636 5020, 
Mondays, Wednesdays or 
Fridays. ‘ 


\ 
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Elected members of education. committees and those 
sitting on special education appeal committees. 
Workshops at the conference will cover the following 


. ings, Sussex. 


“It's not a ULF.O, [ts that Newton Ultra 
Lightweight wheelchair” 


Many satisfied customers call it the “Supernewton” which is hardly 
surprising because it's one of the lightest, best looking, folding, most 
manoeuverable wheelchairs around the world, 


Contact us today for further Information about the Newten Ultra- Lightwetght, 
and the Newton Elan powered wheelchair. 


You'll be pleased to identify with a Newton. 
When only the best will do — go Newton 


meadway works ‘ 
Dept.M68/SN Garretts Green Lane — 
Birmingham B33 OSQ 


Telephone 021 783 6081(3 ines) 


1983. The cost for the 


and 
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